Pseudoepitheliomatous hyperplasia in trophic ulcers in leprosy patients. A 28-case study.
Between 1984 and 1993, pseudoepitheliomatous hyperplasia developing in chronic ulcers were observed in 28 former Senegalese leprosy patients, which amounts to an annual frequency of 1.9 per 1000 ulcers. Correct diagnosis could only be made by histopathological examination of specimens taken from the depth of the lesion. Amputation was carried out on 17 patients and local excision on the other 10. Recurrence of growth was observed in 8 of the 10 patients treated by excision; in all of these 8 cases below knee amputation had to be subsequently performed. From our experience, it may be assumed that local excision should be carried out only in the case of small tumours. Since the aim of surgical procedure is to allow the patient to have physical autonomy, below knee amputation, followed by adaptation of prosthesis, should be the procedure chosen in the other cases.